158     ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENT0RY

The demaad j^e outbreak of the French Revolution and the opening
^England8 of the war between England and France had a tremendous
influence upon English history, and was a turning-point in
the career of PitU Since the middle of the century dis-
content with the Constitution had been growing. Some-
thing had been done to reduce corruption: the agitation for
Parliamentary Reform was becoming steadily more insistent:
the people of the country were awakening from their lethargy:
new large towns were growing up. Pitt and a large number
of enlightened politicians were ready for concessions to
popular demands, until the Revolution came. The example
which France now offered considerably stimulated the
more extreme wing of the popular movement in England.
There arose the Revolutionary Society, the Society for
Constitutional Information, and many provincial clubs in
Manchester, Leeds, Norwich, and other industrial and
commercial towns, all in communication with the Jacobins
of France. Political agitation, with widespread social and
economic discontent amongst the lower classes, caused by
the upheaval of the agrarian and industrial revolutions,
led to riots in Sheffield, Dundee, and other towns. In Ireland,
too, the Revolution produced a new spirit of resistance to
English oppression.

b a4ta(?ed Although popular discontent became more widespread
and more serious, cultured English society became thoroughly
reactionary. Burke, in 1790, published his Reflections on
the French Revolution, in which he denounced the Revolution
as a destructive attack on a venerable Constitution and on
the sacred institution of monarchy: he prophesied the bar-
barity and terrorism to which it would lead, and declared that
the Revolution would terminate in a Dictatorship. Though
at first " by half the nation considered as little better than
an ingenious madman/'1 his book " turned the stream of
public opinion throughout Europe against the National
Assembly." This reaction steadily and progressively
deepened when the Revolution led to a war against the
monarchies of Europe, when the cry of Liberty became the
plea of aggression, and when France supported the European
1 Eng. Hist. Rev., vol. xxvii, p. 701.